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Parish priest:  

Fr. V. Irudaya Paul Raj SAC 
vipaulraj45@gmail.com 

 

Administrative Assistant:  

Christine Thibeault-Kurylenka 
office@stceciliacalgary.com 

 

Sacramental Coordinator:  

Kelly Sereda 
sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com 

 

Music Director:  

Ross N. Ferby 
ross@stceciliacalgary.com 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES & PARISH INFO 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday 5pm 

Sunday  9am & 11am 

 
Weekday Masses  

 

Tuesday to Saturday  

9:00am 

 

First Friday  
 

Mass at 7pm (no 9am Mass) 

 

Phone: 403-253-7820 x 0 or 221  info@certifiedalarms.ca  http://www.certifiedalarms.ca/ 

 

Adoration 

Fridays: 

9:30am - 6:00pm 

First Friday: 

9am to 6pm 

Confessions 

Every Saturday 

3pm –4pm 

Or by appointment 

Welcome! If you have been coming con-

sistently for 6 months or more, please pick 

up a registration form from our Information 

Desk in the foyer. 

Office is closed on Mondays 

Tues to Thurs 9am to 4pm 

Lunch break 12:00 – 1pm 

http://www.certifiedalarms.ca/
http://www.certifiedalarms.ca/




ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, RELIGIOUS 

NOV 3RD 
 

St. Martin de Porres, the first black saint of the Americas, was born in Lima, Pe-

ru on Dec 9th, 1579. He began his life in poverty and rejection as his father aban-

doned him, his mother, and his younger sister. After spending just two years in pri-

mary school, Martin was placed with a barber/surgeon where he would learn to 

cut hair and the medical arts. 

 

St. Martin de Porres was very eager to serve and began to volunteer with 

the Dominicans at age 15 and helped care for the sick in the monastery infirmary 

and also worked in the kitchen and doing laundry. He had great compassion for 

all people, regardless of their race or status, and his loving care extended to ani-

mals, including stray cats and dogs, beasts of the field, and even kitchen vermin. 

 

St. Martin de Porres was known for his devotion to the Eucharist and constant 

prayer. It is said that he had many extraordinary abilities, including aerial 

flights, bilocation, instant cures, miraculous knowledge, and spiritual knowledge. 

He was great friends with both St. Juan Macías, a fellow Dominican lay brother, 

and St. Rose of Lima, a lay Dominican. He died on Nov. 3, 1639, at age 60. 

 

Patron Saint of African Americans, barbers, innkeepers, the poor, Peru, public 

health workers, and social justice.  

 

Saying of the Saint 

 

“Charity is the cement that holds the 

world together.” - St. Martin de 

Porres. 
 

“Compassion, my dear brother, is the 

bond that unites all creatures of the 

universe.” - St. Martin de Porres. 

Fr. Paul Raj, SAC has been the pastor at St. Cecil-

ia’s since November 2014 and is part of the Pallot-

tine Fathers Community (Society of the Catholic 

Apostolate) who’s patron is St. Vincent Pallotti. 

St. Cecilia’s is his first parish in Canada. He  

comes from the Tamil province of India. He  

was also in the Philippines for 3 years  

serving and studying. 

 

To learn more about the Pallottine  

Fathers please visit their website:  

www.pallotti.org 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dominican-order
http://www.pallotti.org


Parish News Update 

St. Vincent de Paul Society   403-252-2790 ext. 223 

Spiritual 
"Faith gives us the promise of peace and makes known the demands of love." 
Jesus said, "The greatest among you will be the one who serves the rest." 
Selfishness blurs the vision of faith causing us to judge the poor, criticize 
those of other races, ignore the homeless, etc. The way to live this faith is to 
build a human community of love and justice. Giving of our time, and our 
many gifts is one way to expand our faith. 

Pantry   
At this time our pantry could use the following: cookies, canned 
fruit, strawberry jam. Please drop pantry items in our large white 
wooden box located in the church entrance (leading to the wash-
rooms). Thank you! 

Parish financial support -Thank you! 

 Oct 7/Oct 8 Oct 14/Oct 15 Oct 21/Oct 22 

Parish support (Envelopes + Loose) $3,926.00 $3,802.72 $3,011.50 

Together in Action $110.00 $170.00 $65.00 

St. Vincent de Paul $385.00 $575.00 $195.00 

Building Maintenance $20.00 $15.00 $45.00 

World Mission Collection $25.00 $10.00 $507.00 

    

    

DIRECT DEBIT FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: $9,860.00 (includes special donations outside of parish support) 

BAPTISM CLASSES 

Sat. Nov 4 @ 9:30am 

Sat. Dec 2 @ 9:30am 

Pictorial photos are in 
the library for pickup 
for those who or-

dered. If you have any ques-
tions/concerns, please phone 
Jack: 403-248-9450 

You must sign up  

through the office. 

Class Dates for 1st Rec (Sat. at 10am): Nov 18, Dec 9, Jan 13 
 Retreat and Celebration of Sacrament on Saturday, March 9, 2024 

Class Dates for 1st Comm (Sat. at 10am): Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 16, Apr 13, Jun 1 
 Celebration of Sacrament on Saturday, June 2, 2024 at the 11am Mass 

Class Dates for Confirmation (Sat. at 10am): Oct 28, Nov 25, Dec 30, Jan 20,  
                                   Feb 10, Mar 23Celebration of Sacrament still to be determined 

The Catholic Women’s League of our parish is celebrating its 60th anniversary on 
Nov. 18th.  Tickets for a sit down roast beef dinner are available for $35 and are 

available to non-members. Come out to celebrate the 60 years of incredible work 
these women have done for this parish and the community. 



Email the parish office to be added to 
the list. By signing up you can expect the 

following: Help reduce our printing cost, Dio-
cese News, Parish Alerts (emergencies, last 
minute notices). Your email address is kept 
private and is not visible to anyone. 

 

Raised: 20,979.00 (67%)  

Together in Action (formerly known as the Annual 
Bishop’s Appeal) makes it possible for the Diocese 
to financially support ministries and programs 
that help families, individuals and communities 
(Elizabeth House, Mission Mexico, Care of Retired 
Priests, Vocations, etc). THESE DONATIONS CON-
TRIBUTE TOWARD YOUR TAX RECEIPT 

Every First Friday beginning 

with the 7pm Mass. Night con-

cludes by 9pm.  

Next meetings:  Nov 3, Dec 1 Men who would like to 

make a difference! 

Len White: 403-271-6055  

or fs4878@kofc.ab.ca 

Saturday 
November 25th 

9:30am—12pm 
small container $15 
large container $25 

The annual Catholic Women’s League 
Bake & Craft Sale is back on November 4th 
and 5th, just under a month away! Come 
out to support this festive event, donate 
your own baking and/or enjoy someone 

else’s delicious eats! 

 

Grab your new 
Sunday Missal 

available at our 
store.  

$5 each 

St. Cecilia Musical Fiesta 
After a three-year hiatus, our annual musical fiesta, in hon-
our of our patroness, St. Cecilia, will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 26th. Doors will open at 5pm for the shared potluck 
at 5:30pm, followed by the music/dance program at 7pm. If 

you would like to contribute a musical/
dance selection, please notify music di-
rector Ross Ferby by Friday, November 
17th. (Contact information is in the bulle-
tin.) This event is traditionally a finger-
food potluck. If you plan to eat, please 
bring a dish to share.  
Thank you. 

If you would like to sponsor our monthly cake, the total is $150 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/tia.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html


Thank you for your support over the past year. We are preparing to pack and deliver ap-
proximately 75-80 Christmas Hampers. In order to make up these hampers your finan-
cial support is needed. We spend about $24,500. If you can give financially, please use 
our envelopes in the pews. Cheques must be made out to Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul or SSVP St. Cecilia. We have a charitable number and will issue a Tax Receipt. 
Please put your name and address on the envelope. 

We are starting to buy the groceries at any sales we can find. See the next page for the 
items we will need. Our funds are low as we have had a busy year. 

If you need a hamper, please phone our parish office extension 223. Due to the priva-
cy laws only the person needing the hamper is allowed to phone in to request it. If 
you know someone in need, ask them to phone in and leave their phone number. 

We will put up the Angel Tree and sign-up sheets on the weekend of 
November 18/19. This year we will be giving gift cards to the families 
instead of toys, etc. Family members and ages will be on the Angel. 
We would like to give a gift card from a department store if possible 
(preferably Walmart). If you are giving a gift card please ensure the 
dollar amount is on the card. 

SCHEDULE FOR PACKING HAMPERS    LUNCH PROVIDED MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Monday, December 11: 9am—10am Pickup donations from the Schools 

                                          10am—3pm Sorting 

Tuesday, December 12: 10am—Make Boxes and set up tables 

Wednesday, December 13: 10am—3pm Package the Sundry; Packing the Hampers 

Thursday, December 14: 10am—Sorting and Packaging Fresh Produce 

Friday, December 15: 10am—Close the Boxes 

Saturday, December 16: 8:45am—Prayers (meet in the Church Foyer) 

                                            9:00am—Delivery of Hampers (Drivers comes in shifts) 



The following items are what we have planned to put into our Christmas Ham-
pers. Bring any non-perishable food items listed below into our Food Box in the 
foyer by Sunday, December 10. 







NEWS.CalgaryDiocese.ca | Find out what’s happening in the Diocese. Contact: 403-218-

5500 | communications@calgarydiocese.ca  

Have you ever thought of a vocation to the priesthood or 
consecrated life? Join Vocatio: An event for men discern-
ing the Priesthood and men and women discerning the 
Consecrated Life. Vocatio begins with anticipated Mass at 5 pm, followed by pizza, presentations 
and discussions, and Night Prayer. There will be separate groups for men and women. When: 
Saturdays: Nov. 11, and Dec. 9, from 5 pm to 9 pm. To register, contact Fr. Derek Remus at 
derek.remus@calgarydiocese.ca or Sr. Dianne Turner at sisterdianne.turner@calgarydiocese.ca. 

Vocatio  

Are you going to the Renewal 
Gathering?  

Bishop McGrattan will be coming to our area to 
have Mass with us, share a meal together, and dis-
cuss how we can experience renewal in our person-
al lives, our parishes, and the Diocese. There is no 
cost to attend but your registration helps us in the 
meal planning. Register online at catholicyyc.ca/
renewal or call Monica at 403-218-
5521.    Saturday, Nov. 4 from 9 am (Mass) to 1 
pm, at Mary, Mother of the Redeemer Church in 
Calgary.  

Catholic Education Sunday  The gift of publicly funded Catholic education in Alberta is a 
true blessing. As a community we are called in gratitude, faith and action to ensure that our chil-
dren and future generations continue to learn and grow in our Catholic schools. We celebrate the 
Catholic Education Sunday on the weekend of Nov. 4 and 5.   

mailto:communications@calgarydiocese.ca
https://mhfh.com/
http://chinookclinic.com/
https://preventmechanical.ca/
mailto:derek.remus@calgarydiocese.ca
mailto:sisterdianne.turner@calgarydiocese.ca


Check out new career opportunities in the Diocese:  
 

Assistant Coordinator (Casual) - Feed the Hungry 
Admin Assistant (Part-Time) - Tribunal; 6 month contract 
Ecclesiastical Tribunal Case Worker (Full Time) 
Family Faith Life & Sacrament Preparation Coordinator (Full-time) - St. Luke's Parish, 
Calgary 
Admin Assistant (Part-Time) - St. Augustine/St. Joseph, Taber/Vauxhall 

Visit www.catholicyyc.ca/careers for more information and details. 

Pastoral Care Ministry Training  
The Diocese of Calgary is offering a Pastoral Care Ministry Training for those who feel called to assist 
their parish in a healing ministry to the sick, elderly, dying, homebound and bereaved members. This 
workshop is applicable for new or those previously trained in Pastoral Care Ministry. Participants 
must be pre-approved by their Pastors and/or Pastoral Care Coordinator. Please contact your parish 
for screening requirement. 
When: Saturdays, Nov. 11 and Nov. 25, at Catholic Pastoral Centre (120 17 Ave SW, Calgary) 
Fee: $50/person. Covers training costs, lunch for both sessions, and refreshments. Fee should not 
be a deterrent. No one will be denied participation. Please contact Anthony to make other arrange-
ments. To register, complete the registration form by Nov. 3 

Memorial Liturgy for those grieving the loss of child from a miscarriage or 
stillbirth  It is difficult to put pain adequately into words, but rituals speak beyond words alone 
because they consist of symbolic actions and language. They sanctify our experiences and entrust 
them to God’s loving care and compassion. Parents grieving a loss of a child through miscarriage and 
stillbirth are invited to join Bishop McGrattan in an annual prayer gathering to commend their chil-
dren communally into the embrace of our merciful God. We also invite family members and friends 
to come and support those who are grieving this profound loss in their midst.  When: Tuesday, 
Nov. 14 at 2023, at 7 pm - St. Mary's Cathedral. Parents are invited to register here or visit 
miscarriageliturgy.ca.  

Beach Carnival   Join us for a fun-filled, family-friendly fundraiser at The Beach YYC, Calga-
ry's exclusive indoor beach facility, in support of Elizabeth House. When: Saturday, Nov. 25 from 
2:30 pm to 5 pm at The Beach YYC, Calgary. By purchasing a ticket, you're not just securing a 
day of beach games and fun, but also helping Elizabeth House raise $10k for operational expenses. 
Please share this event with your family and friends!  

Inspiration Unplugged: 
The Filthy Feet of Sacred 
Service   Come to "Inspiration Un-
plugged - The Filthy Feet of Sacred Ser-
vice: What Happens When Prayer Gets 
Off Its Knees" - Anchored in a reflection 
on the Washing of the Disciples' Feet, 
Dr. Troy Davies will take us on a tour of 
the 'soul of service' using examples 
drawn from the awe-inspiring work of 
Alberta's own Catholic Social Services. 
When: Thu, Nov. 28 at 6 pm to 8 
pm - McGivney Hall, St. Mary's 
University, Calgary.   

https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=36b1d3519c&e=5467421e78
https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=0e257757e0&e=5467421e78
https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=a72c4aab01&e=5467421e78
https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=7416304353&e=5467421e78
https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=75712f79a0&e=5467421e78
https://www.evanjstrong.com/
https://cnewa.org/ca/what-we-do/holy-land/




ROOM BOOKINGS 
Monday  Oct 30 

Tuesday 9:00am—MASS (rosary at 8:30am) 
9:30am—Prayer Shawls 
10:00am—Bible Study (Boardroom) 
7:00pm—RCIA (Boardroom) 

Oct 31 

Wednesday 9:00am—MASS (rosary at 8:30am) 
FAITH DAY ALL DAY 
7:00pm—Sunday Choir Practice 

Nov 1 

Thursday 9:00am—MASS (rosary at 8:30am) 
7:00pm—MASS for All Souls 

Nov 2 

Friday 7:00pm—MASS (rosary at 8:30am) 
                  Youth Group 

Nov 3 

Saturday 9:00am—MASS (rosary at 8:30am) 
9:30am—Baptism Class (Boardroom) 
CWL Bake & Craft Fair in the Hall 
3:00pm-4:00pm—CONFESSION 
5:00pm—MASS 

Nov 4 

Sunday 9:00am—MASS 
11:00am—MASS 
CWL Bake & Craft Fair in the Hall 

Nov 5 

 

Pastor Fr. V. Irudaya Paul Raj, SAC 403-700-9345 RCIA Kelly Sereda     sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com 

Parish Office         Christine Thibeault-Kurylenka 

                                 office@stceciliacalgary.com 
403-252-2790 

Knights of  

Columbus 
Danny Barth 403-278-4347 

Choir Director/ 

Organist  

Ross N. Ferby 403-253-6757 St. Vincent de Paul Heather Sereda  403-252-2790 ext. 223 (voicemail) 

ross@stceciliacalgary.com  Couples for Christ George Fournier 403-804-8446 

5pm Choir Marie Hill 403-252-3456   Orly Alcantara 403-263-3510 

Campus Flowers Sandra Dawson 403 259-3829 Library Connie Claeys 403-931-4840 

Finance Council George Fournier 403-271-4628  
Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 
Donna Suderman 403-252-2718 

Maintenance Christian Amizola 403-831-1483 Francis Klein Ctr Lisa Van Gent 403-255-4480 

 
st.cecilia.maintenance.coord@gmail.com  Natural Family  

Planning 
Pavla D’Souza 403-278-9677 

Pastoral Care Connie Claeys 403-931-4840 St. Matthew Sch Annie Desrochers (Principal) 403-500-2030 

Altar Servers Cecilia McLaughlin  ceciliamarymcl@gmail.com  St. Cecilia’s Sch Christine Hooey (Principal) 403-500-2040 

Ministry  

Scheduling  

Kelly Sereda  St. William Sch Candice Olsen (Principal) 403-500-2055 

sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com  Bible Study Gabriella Hernandez 403-258-1558 

Sacrament  

Coordinator  

Kelly Sereda  CWL  Ester Butler 403-992-0515 

sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com  Youth Coordinator Veronica Planicka st.cecilaparish.youth@gmail.com 

Tuesdays after the 
9am Mass. New  

members welcome! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
last Tuesday of the 
month. New knitters 

welcome. Yarn available. Next meet: 
Tues. Oct 31st after the 9am Mass 

Remembrance 
Day Mass 

Saturday, November 11 

Laying of wreaths promptly at 

10:55am 

mailto:sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com
mailto:office@stceciliacalgary.com
mailto:ross@stceciliacalgary.com
mailto:st.cecilia.maintenance.coord@gmail.com
mailto:ceciliamarymcl@gmail.com
mailto:sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com
mailto:sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com
mailto:st.cecilaparish.youth@gmail.com
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