St. Cecilia’s Parish
321 90 Avenue SE, Calgary AB T2J 0A1 Phone: (403) 252 2790
Website: stceciliacalgary.com

Jan.9th 2022
Baptism of the Lord
..when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon
him in bodily form like a dove.
Luke 3.21-22

Readings for Sunday
First Reading: Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11

‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of
all and servant of all’. Mark 9. 35

Second Reading: Titus 2.11-14; 3.4-7
Gospel : Luke 3.15-16, 21-22
”
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MASS TIMES
&
PARISH INFO

Parish priest:
Fr. V. Irudaya Paul Raj SAC
office@stceciliacalgary.com

Sacramental Coordinator:
Kelly Sereda
sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com

Secretary:
Lizy Porathur
office@stceciliacalgary.com

Weekend Masses
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Weekday Masses

Tuesday to Saturday
9.00am
First Friday
Mass at 7pm(no 9am Mass)

Confessions
Every Saturday
10am –11am
Or by appointment

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday to Friday
9.30 am to 3.00 pm
Lunch break 12.30 - 1pm

Adoration
Every Friday
9.30am - 6.00 pm

Office is closed on Mondays.

MASS INFORMATION
Since the contact information is not needed, we are not
going to do the preregistration for attending the Mass.
We will follow the FIRST COME FIRST SERVE POLICY.

I am also keeping the same number of weekend Masses
that is Saturday 5 PM, Sunday 9.00 AM and 11.00 AM.
If we are making any changes I will let you know.

We will close the doors either when we reach the church
capacity of 1/3 fire code occupancy or before the start of
the Mass.
Kindly come early. The Ushers will assist you. We must
keep 6 feet distance, sanitize the hands and wear Mask at
all the time.
Fr. Paul Raj

Parish News Update
Fr. Paul on vacation
Fr. Paul is going on vacation to India from January
11th till February 11th. Please keep him in your
prayers for his safe trip during this pandemic
situation.

Thank you!
We thank everyone who
has donated
for the Christmas

Thank you volunteers

flowers for their

We thank and appreciate
all the volunteers who
helped with the beautiful
Christmas decorations!

deceased loved ones.
Envelopes for 2022
Envelopes are available from the church
foyer.
Parish financial support -Thank you!

Parish financial support -Thank you!

Weekly Donations– Dec 19/2021

Weekly Donations–Dec 26 /2021
Parish support

Parish support

Envelopes

$ 3,009.00

Loose

$290.00

Together in
Action

$31.00

St. Vincent de Paul

$140.00

Building Maintenance
Flowers
Mexico

$ 247.00
$ 50.00
$50.00

Envelopes

$ 3,624.00

Loose

$180.00

Monthly Debit Deposit

$6,255.00

St. Vincent de Paul

$ 20.00

Building Maintenance
Christmas/New
Year
Mission Mexico

$30.00

Together in
Action

$241.00

$6,190.00
$50.00

Sacrament of Confirmation
St Cecilia Parish will be having the
Sacrament of Confirmation in June
2022.
You are required to fill out a Registration Form, and a Candidate Commitment Form. These will be available on
the Parish Website, from the office and
in the Foyer.
The forms can be returned to the
Office, dropped off after weekend
Masses, or scanned and emailed to
sacraments@stceciliacalgary.com
Registration closes Thursday February 3rd at 4 PM.
Registration is open to all students who are in Grade Six and above.
Depending on any restrictions due to COVID 19 we may have to
limit the number of participants.
There will be 4 sessions one per month in February, March, April
and May. We are using the Chosen Program from Ascension Press,
which is an online learning course in addition to the in person sessions.
The cost of the program is $18.95 US and is paid to Ascension Press
via Credit card when you enrol in the program with them.

Friday Adoration
We are back to Regular hours of
Adoration on every Friday from 9.306pm. First Fridays it will be from 9am to
6pm.
We will have Divine Mercy Chaplet at
3pm.
All are welcome to join!
If you are available please sign up to
spend an hour with Jesus.
Why Mother Teresa insisted on a daily
Eucharistic holy hour
Mother Teresa's heroic service to the poor
was made possible through her devotion to
Jesus in the Eucharist.
One of the “secrets” to Mother Teresa’s success as a missionary of charity was her commitment to a daily holy hour
in front of the Eucharistic Jesus. She did not waver in her
belief that prayer before Jesus was essential to her work
among the most vulnerable of society.
Mother Teresa gave a powerful speech to those assembled for the Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia in 1976, and reiterated this simple fact.
To be able to live this life of vows, these four vows, we need our life to be woven with the Eucharist. That’s why we begin our day with Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. With him, we go forward. And
when we come back in the evening we have one hour of adoration before Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament, and at this you will be surprised, that we have not had to cut down our work for the
poor.
In fact, she firmly believed that she could love the poor more, because of her time in adoration.

Diocesan News
The Baptism of the Lord
Gospel Reflection: After Jesus was baptized,
he prayed and the Holy Spirit came to him.
The Holy Spirit comes to us in Baptism. We
become members of God’s family. God is our
Father. We are brothers and sisters in Christ.
As members of God’s family, we take care of
one another and welcome new members.
(Loyola Press)

Happy New
Year!
We would like to thank you for your support and participation
during the #IamBlessed campaign, which ends this Sunday, Jan. 9,
on the Feast of Baptism of the Lord. Thank you for being there for
those in need!

Pope's Intention for January 2022

Pope Francis: "How is it possible that many
religious minorities currently
suffer discrimination or persecution? How can we allow that
in this society, which is so civilized, there are people who are
persecuted simply because they
publicly profess their faith? ...
As human beings, we have so
many things in common that we
can live alongside each other,
welcoming our differences with
the joy of being brothers and
sisters."

Diocesan News
Sunday of the Word of God (Jan 23)
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, Motu proprio Aperuit illis published on September 30, 2019 establishes that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(January 23, 2022) is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the Word of
God.
Here are some suggestions for making the most of this universal invitation:
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/word-of-god-Sunday
Enthroning the Bible
Throughout our Catholic tradition, the book of sacred Scripture has been the honoured symbol
of God’s living word present among us. How to enthrone the Bible in your home?
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/enthrone-the-bible-in-your-home

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan 18-25)
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated around the world
on January 18-25. The 2022 theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, “We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him” (Mt
2:2), was prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches, based in Beirut, Lebanon.
The importance of unity among Christians and the responsibility of the
people of each parish to work for this unity should be emphasized throughout the week. All
members of the parish should seek to have a deeper understanding of ecumenism.
• A resource kit containing program materials for the Week of Prayer adapted to Canadian
context is available from https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2022-wpcu-resources This resource
kit contains practical suggestions on prayers or activities for parishes, families, schools and
campus ministries for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and the 2021 theme.
•

If your parish is planning to organize an event for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
please share it with us through the Diocesan Calendar (click ADD EVENT).
More info: https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/word-of-god-sunday

Synod Diocesan Phase
A kind reminder that registration is required by Monday, Jan. 10 for parishes to
participate in the Synod Pastoral Zone
Consultation Process with Bishop
McGrattan.
Bishop William T. McGrattan calls on
all faithful, clergy, religious, and consecrated life in the Diocese of Calgary
to join him in local synodal gatherings
with a renewed commitment to follow
the way Jesus has always journeyed with his beloved children, to become
a listening Church and a Church of closeness where all can experience being at home and
participate in building the Kingdom of God.
Starting January 2022 to May 2022, we will begin the consultation process at the Diocesan
and pastoral zone levels, followed by gatherings in parishes, religious communities, lay associations, institutions, and opportunity for online participation.
How do I participate?
Diocesan level consultation has been taking place through the Pastoral Discernment
Advisory Committee that includes representatives throughout the Diocesan community.
•

Pastoral Zone consultations will include participants from all parish lay leadership

and pastors.
•

Parish and Community consultations will gather all members of Christ’s faithful,

particularly those at the margins or who feel excluded.
 Information will be provided through parish websites and bulletins in February 2022.

Those who cannot participate in local gatherings will be able to contribute via online
platform.

Employment Opportunities
Employment opportunities in parishes and Catholic organizations throughout the Diocese. Highlighted this week:
• NEW! Pastoral Ministry Coordinator - Catholic Pastoral Centre, Calgary
•

• Admin Assistant (part time) - Ste. Famille, Calgary
•

• Pastoral Assistant (part time) - Ste. Famille, Calgary
•

• Support Staff (casual relief) - Elizabeth House, Calgary
•

Please visit catholicyyc.ca/careers for more information and application details.

2022 Leadership Program
This is a call to participate in the Catholic Women's Leadership program in 2022, scheduled to
begin in May 2022 at the Providence School of Transformative Leadership and Spirituality, Saint
Paul University, Ottawa. The program is open to all Canadian Catholic women, from all walks of life
who have a genuine interest in making a difference in their communities and places of work.
• A candidate must be a Catholic woman, at least 21 years of age, demonstrate oral and
written English language competencies, have a genuine desire to cultivate her gifts of leadership, and have made a previous contribution to her community in some capacity.
•

For more information, visit: https://
www.cwlfcanada.ca/participate This is a

call to participate in the Catholic Women's
Leadership program in 2022, scheduled to
begin in May 2022 at the Providence School of
Transformative Leadership and Spirituality,
Saint Paul University, Ottawa. The program is
open to all Canadian Catholic women, from all
walks of life who have a genuine interest in
making a difference in their communities and
places of work.
• A candidate must be a Catholic woman, at
least 21 years of age, demonstrate oral and
written English language competencies, have a genuine desire to cultivate her gifts of leadership, and have
made a previous contribution to her community in some capacity.

Why Ordinary Time can also be called the
“season of saints”
This time of the year presents a unique opportunity to focus on the "universal call to
holiness."
In the Catholic Church’s calendar, the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter all
have easily identifiable themes connected to the life of Christ. The season known as
“Ordinary Time,” on the other hand, is often thought to be a “general” season with no particular focus.
In reality, Ordinary Time has a primary focus on the years of ministry of Jesus Christ and
the need for growth and maturation in the life of the Christian. This is one reason why
green was chosen for this season, symbolizing the need for growth.
Connected to this spiritual theme is the “universal call to holiness,” and a particular focus
during Ordinary Time on the celebration of saints’ feast days. In between Sundays the
Church often celebrates the lives of saints at daily Mass and in the Liturgy of the Hours. Instead of wearing green at Mass, the priest may wear red or white depending on the saint’s
manner of death.
Historically this focus on saints was even more evident. For example, this season in the
Church’s calendar was divided up into “mini-seasons” based on certain feast days. The St.
Andrew Daily Missal explains this particular development.
[The]

feasts of saints occupy an important place during the Time after Pentecost …
Formerly it was still more noticeable; the Sundays of this season were, practically
speaking, inserted between the feasts of saints and they were counted … in relation
to the feasts of SS. Peter and Paul, St. Laurence, St. Michael, who in this way dominated the whole of this part of the year.
Instead of celebrating the “Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time,” Catholics would celebrate the “First Week after the Feast of the Apostles.” With this in mind Ordinary Time can easily be called the “season of saints,” where the Church highlights
the lives of particular saints who stand out for us as exemplary examples of holiness.
It should remind us that we too are called to be saints, no matter what profession
or state in life we find ourselves in. All are called to become saints, even though
most of us will never be officially recognized as saints after our deaths.
The key during this season of the Church’s calendar is to grow in our life of faith
and attach ourselves more firmly to the body of Christ, allowing the holiness of
Jesus to permeate every aspect of our lives. The saints show us the way, and it is
up to us to follow in their footsteps.

a The saints are our models of prayer. We

ofHoly
the
also ask them to intercedeSaints
before the
Trinity for us and for the whole world.
Their intercession is their most exalted
service to God's plan. CCC 2683-2684, 2692-2693 y
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week Saints of the Week

Sep.14

Nov.15

Feast day Sep.15

Nov.16

Jan 10

JAN. 9 St. William Bourges

St. Hyginius Jan 11

Jan 12 St. Margurite Bourgeoys

Feast day Sep.16

Jan 14 St. Sava

Jan 15

Jan 13 St. Kentigern
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